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Note: The brass caps of the spokes of the Wheel were no doubt removed by souvenir 
hunters before the Wheel left Tasmania. 
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OTAGO WHEEL 
by Capte Pe A. iicDonald 


On the 28th of September, 1949, in London, an event of special interest to ship 
lovers and to admirers and friends of the late great seaman writer, Joseph Conrad, 
took place. It was the occasion of the dedication as well as the presentation of 
the Wheel of the bark OTAGO to the sloop WELLINGTON and a Society of Master Mariners 
of that city. Joseph Conrad had at one time commanded the OTAGO and the dedication 
ceremony marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of his passing. Many notables, artists, 
seamen, and former friends of this celebrated writer were present to witness the 
permanent installation of this cighty year old teakwood Wheel in the sloop WELLINGTON, 
the property of the Master Mariners Society. 


Among those present to witness the ceremony were Sir David Bone and his brothers. 
Also present was Conrad's youngest-son and his wife, and the noted writer and former 
Rhodes scholar, Christopher ilorley, who was the moving spirit and chiefly instrument- 


al in having the wheel transported from the junkman's yard in Hobart to its final 
home in London. 


The Iron bark OTAGO of 360 tans, built in Glasgow 1869 for the New Zealand trade, 
as the name implies, had some reputation as a crack sailor. After some voyages to 
New Zealand and one completely around the world; England to Adelaide, thence to 
Sydney, from Sydney to San Francisco and back to England in 12 months, 15 days, having 
carried four cargoes the while. This was considered something of a record. This 
vessel in early life came under the Australian flag, and for more than 30 years traded 
between Australian ports and ports on the Indian Ocean and differed but little from a 
host of other craft tramping the sea lanes in search of freight=- but for one thing 
which lifted her in her old age from comparative obscurity to a marked ship.. 


Conrad, then an equally obscure man commanded this little bark. It was in 1888, 
Conrad found himself ashore in Singapore after giving up his billet as mate of a 
350-ton steamer VIDAR, he was offered the command of the OTAGO, then in Bangkok, to 
which port her chief mate had sailed her after. the death of his captain at sea Decem- 
ber 1887. Conrad accepted the offer and his experience when first taking over the 
ship is vividly described in that purely biographical classic, "Shadow Line" published 
some thirty years after the incident itself. 


Although Conrad spent only about cighteen months in the OTAGO, the scenes and 
characters in some of his Eastern tales are in some way connected with that period. 
OTAGO, after some thirty five years of sailing was rigged down to a coal hulk and for 
many years as such, she was a familiar landmark in Hobart. When she was no longer 
fit even for a coal hulk, she was sold to a junkman for one pound sterling, and from 
$05, junkman it was that an American salvaged the OTAGO wheel for the reputed sum of 
$25.00. 


- One can't help wondering how a vessel of such background escaped the notice of 
some enterprising Hollywood produccr, but then, having seen some of the Hollywood 
version sea stories, one may count it a blessing that they missed here 


As stated before, a gathering of notables were present at the dedication cere- 
mony and, though probably not mentioned, present at the ceremony was also a 76-year 
old lady, the only living child of the captain who died at sea and whose place Conrad 
took, She having, as a young girl, spent weeks on the bark and when in port was 
probably the only one in the gathcring who had actually held the spokes of the wheel, 
when it functioned as a wheel. It was her father, Capt. John Snadden, born in 
Kirkcaldy, Scotland, 1837, who "found a roomy grave" at the entrance to the Gulf of 
Siam. It is not a flattering picture Conrad paints of him in "Shadow Line", but to 
be immortalized by Conrad, no matter in what light, is almost worth dying for. 


Note: The brass caps of the spokes of the Wheel were no doubt removed 
by souvenir hunters before the wheel left Tasmania. 
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THE OTAGO 


OTAGO, iron bark, build by Alexander Stevens and Sons, Glasgow, 1869, Regis- 
tered dimensions 147' x 26' x 14'. Gross 367 tons, net 346 tons, Flag No. L.P.H.D,. 
Otago is a port and city in New Zealand, and the name implies she was built for the 
New Zealand trade. She was engaged in this trade from 1839 to about 1885, when 


steam took the place of sail. OTAGO however, did not become a so-called New Zealand 
trader. 


The original owner, designer and captain of the OTAGO was Captain Angus Cameron, 
who made some good passages in her including 85 days from Liverpool to Port Chalmers, 
in 1871. She came under Australian Registry about 1872 and was first owned by 
Grierson & Coe, of Port Adelaide, who in turn sold her to Henry Simpson & Sons of 
the same port. In 1900 she was owned by A. E. Howard of Port Adelaide, who sold 
her to C. J. F. Gerber of Sydney. Shortly afterwards, she became the property of 
Huddard Parker, Ltd., of Sydney, who in 1903 rigged her down as a coal barge and 
when merely a shell of her former self, she was sold to a junkman, Mir. H. Dodge, 
of Hobart. 


The numbers carved into the beam at the main hatchway of the hulk at Hobart 
correspond with those at Lloyds, and establishes, beyond doubt, that the hulk is 
that of the OTAGO, 


An American, Mr. William Stanley Hall, finally located the wheel and purchased 
it from Mr, Dodge for the reputed sum of $25.00. Sir David Bone, Christopher Morley 
and William Stanley Hall are jointly responsible for the final and quite fitting 
home of the wheel. 


Ships in Which Conrad Served 
from 1875 to 1893, inclusive 


Compiled by Capt. P. A. McDonald 


MONT BLANC, French bark of 00 tons 1875 
SAN ANTOINE, French schooner 1876 
Two or possibly three voyages to West Indies 
Adventuring in TREMOLINO -- Tartane 1871-1877 
British steamer MAVIS to Black Sea ports and 
first arrival in British port (Lowestoff) 1878 
Bktne Skimmer of the Seas English Coastwise 
DUKE of SUTHERLAND, Australia and return 1878-1879 
Steamer EUROPA, Black Sea ports and return 1879=1880 
LOCH ETIVE, As Junior Officer 1880-1881 
Bark PALESTINE, as 2nd Nate 1881-1883 
RIVERSDALE, 2nd liate 1883 
NARCISSUS, 2nd Mate 1884 
TILKHURST, 2nd Mate 1885 
HIGHLAND FOREST, Chief Mate 1887 
Steamer VIDAR, Chief Mate 1887 
Bark OTAGO, Master 1888-1890 
Experience in Africa in 15-ton river boat 1891 
First, as Mate, and later as Captain - ROI des BELGES 
Ship TORRENS, Chief Mate 1891-1893 


October 1893 marks the end of Conrad as a sailor. 
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From a Photograph 


oF THE OTAGO ON THE BEACH AT Hosart, 
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ASTERN" 
By Captain Leighton Robinson 


The four masted steel bark ABRAHAM RYDBERG, formerly STAR of GREENLAND, ex } 
HAWAIIAN ISLES, flying the Swedish flag, in command of Capt. Tamm, was towed to 
sea by the Red Stack tug SEA RANGER on an afternoon in January, 1930, bound for 
Dublin, Ireland, direct, with a cargo of three thousand tons of California barley. 
She was certainly an unusual and picturesque sight as she passed Point Lobez and 
Bonita Light House. She was escorted by the Alaska Packer's tug CHILKAT, which 
seemed loath to let the old ship depart for foreign shores. A flotilla of smaller 
speed launches and the Schooner FOUR WINDS owned by ex=Commodore Stanley Harris of 
the San Francisco Yacht Club-- who bade adieu and bon voyage to his junior members 
aboard the big ship. 


Marin County and Mill Valley in particular had indeed something of which to 
feel proud in the fact that three gallant lads were nwnbered among the ship's com- 
pany, viz: Benj. R. Barbour 0.S., John Collicr, Jr., deck boy, and Delmar Clinton, 
apprentice. 


Delmar Clinton, the youngest son of Col. Delmar Clinton was lucky enough to 
persuade "Mother" at the eleventh hour, that he was old enough to cut adrift from 
the apron strings at last, and fortunate enough to start out with the other Mill 
Valley lads. Anyhow, he shipped to make the trip as an apprentice or cadet, 
This to the initiated simply means that he was berthed aft and ate in the cabin 
for which their respective parents paid something. As a rule they lose the com- 
panionship of the ten or twelve young fellows berthed in the main deck house, but 
have the same duties to perform. 


Usually the boys or apprentices were always the handiest to send aloft to over=- @ 
haul buntlines, make up gaskets, etce, and do odd jobs which the A.B.'s and forward 

hands got out of. Thus they learned at an early age the first principles of an 

officer's duties, to be careful of his gear and sails aloft, and also that he, who 

would command, must first learn to obey and do it cheerfully. 


In the days of sail apprentices were reckoned as part of the afterguard and 
lived by themselves in the half dock, were bound by Articles of Indenture, either 
to the ship or owners for four years to learn their profession as a sailor, with a 
view of becoming officers in the merchant marine. They were fed and worked the 
same as the rest of the crew, but not permitted to fraternize with the men forward, 
remained by the ship in port after discharging and loading the vessel, taking in 
and stowing stores properly and the hundred and one things which went to the making 
of a good efficient mate. Two years of this sort of training, under a competent 
master and his mates, turned out a young man of the average apprentice who would be 


hailed with joy by the present day master or mate in steamships as an A=l quarter- 
master e 


Capte R. Lobez and I were together in iielbourne on different vessels in 1889 -- 
Capt. Lobez on the MATTERHORN and I on the CROWN of DENMARK, both "snotty=nosed, 
light the binnacle boys" in other words apprentices to the respective firms which 
owmed the ships and serving our time to become officers and gentlemen in the Mer= 
chant Marine-- happy and hard days. 


The HAWAIIAN ISLES:=- a four masted bark was built in 1892 in Glasgow, Scotland. 
2179 tons gross and 1944 tons net. Length 270', breadth 3'1", depth 236". She @ 
was under Hawaiian registry until by an act of Congress, following the annexation 

of the Hawaiian Isles, she was admitted to American registrye For many years she 

was operated by the Alaska Packers Association, until superceded by steam about 1928. 

She was purchased by Sweden to be used as a training ship for merchant officers in 
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She made the passage to Dublin in 120 days. 


I was at Barry Dock, Wales, while she and her sister ship JOHN ENA were loading 
coal for Honolulu, 


THE SAILING SHIP TODAY 
by John Anderson, N.R.G., Falkirk, Scotland 


The second World War dealt a death blow to the commercial windjammer and today 
the number of pure sailing vessels in the freighting trades can be reckoned on the 
fingers of one hand. Where now are the tall ships of Mariehamn, the flying P ships 
of Hamburg, the trim terra=ncuves from Brittany, the firewood traders of the Baltic 
and the great flect of h-inasted schooners that used to trade along the New England 


seaboard? They have all gone and only we enthusiasts cherish their memory, ever- 
green to uSe 


That last home of the tall ship, Finland, has now only five sailing vessels 
under her blue cross flag. These ships are the four-masted barques PAMIR, PASSAT, 
VIKING and POMMERN with the four-masted schooner YXPILA, last of the timber carriers. 
On their arrival from Australia some months ago, PAMIR and PASSAT have been lying in 
port at Penarth, South Wales, acting as floating grain stores under charter to the 
British Ministry of Food. Their owner, Edgar Erikson of Marichamn, has announced his 
intention to sell his sailing ships and it is most unlikely that these two fine ships 
will ever make another voyage to Australia. The lovely VIKING is laid up for sale 
at Antwerp and it is rumoured that she may be sold to Holland as a sail training ship. 
And POMMERN lies at anchor in the sylvan loveliness of the West Harbour at Mariehamn 
awaiting either a purchaser or a towboat to drag her to the inevitable scrap yard. 


The husky sailer YXPILA is at the moment laid up in a Finnish port and perhaps she 
will be put to sea again. 


Apart from a ship or two trading around the Chilean coast, the only other purely 
wind-driven square rigger left afloat is the Panaman barque GUAYTECAS and she has been 
lying idle in port at Rio de Janeiro for nearly two years; there is a rumour going 
that she has been cut down to a lowly hulk, the fate of so many of her lovely sisters, 
I see I have forgotten to mention the old four-masted barque LAWHILL, last of the 
Scotch=built sailers; she was launched in Dundee in 1892. Since her sale to Portu- 
gal, she has been lying idle in the port of Lourenco Marques as it is said she cannot 


get an experienced crew to man her and no doubt she also will be reduced to a grimy 
hulk. 


Apart from a few dude schooners in the New England passenger trade, the only 
American sailing ship left afloat today is the brigantine MADALAN, formerly a luxur- 
ious yacht. When in commission, she usually carrics cargo and passengers to the 

Cape Verde Islands. I have not seen a photo of her, but no doubt her yards have been 


set down. As far as I know, she has no auxiliary power and I understand she too is 
laid up at Providence, R.I. 


e So that is my pitiful tally of the last of the tall ships and not one of them 
is plying in open water, every one laid up. The sailing ship has indeed taken a 
mighty long time to die, but this is the end now, 


MERCHANT SCHOONERS 
A Talk by Nr. Basil Greenhill 


We give the following extract from the Secretary's Monthly Letter of the Thames 


Ship Lover's Society, as reported by Mr. V. C. Evans, the Hon, Secretary of the 
Society: 


eceeeby 1870, a notable change was taking place in the usual rig of 
these vessels - the brig and the small barque were being replaced by 
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the topsail schooner which has been historically the most neglected 
eraft of all. The schooner is Dutch in origin, and it is usually 
claimed for her that she is American by development. It is certain 
that the Americans used schooners in great numbers quite early in 
the 18th Century, and that they developed them into the Baltimore 
Clipper. However, current research is revealing the probable exis- 
tence of an independent contemporary British development of the 
schooner, and it is certain that when fast schooners appeared in 
Britain in the early 19th Century, they owed nothing to their 
American contemporaries in hull form. 


WRECK OF THE SANTA CLARA YIELDS GOLD 


They pried up a salty tradition from the days of wooden ships and iron men in 
the Los Angeles Harbor. It was a %2.50 gold piece. In the old days, so goes tradi- 
tion, gold coins were placed under the heels of towering masts on sailing ships. 
Brought good luck, it was said, and full profitable cargoes. 


A ritual went with it too, with the owner of the vessel, its captain and each 
of its officers contributing pieces. Two youths =< Foresland and Ray, in their 12th 
week of trying to salvage the SANTA CLARA from the mud on the edge of the main chan- 
nel, pulled the mizzenmast loose, and clearly noted in the mast's heel the imprints 
of eight coins, each about the size of a dime. One of the boys descended and shortly 
surfaced with one of the $2.50 pieces, pried from the step into which the mast was 
fitted, The coin had been there for almost 90 years. It seems that traditionally 
10 gold pieces went under the foremast, $20 under the mainmast, and $2.50 pieces 
under the mizzen.e--- Los Angeles Times. 


RIGGING LOFT FOR "T" WHARF 
by = Daniel F, MacNeil 


Well, it looks like I am drifting off my course, I want to talk about Boston. 
I was about 13 years old when I answered an ad in The Boston Post and got a job to 
learn the Riggers trade and to tend telephone for Michael J. Connally, rigger on 
Commercial Wharf. The building I believe is still standing. It was when I was 
there last, and it must be a hundred years old or older, an old stone building, from 
Atlantic Ave. to the water. 


Later, we moved up to the wharf across to the other side of Atlantic Ave., but 
the same type building. It was near the corner; Bliss Bros., Nautical Instrument 
Store was right across from us. All I remember about this place was that there was 
a sail loft dowmstairs under us, but in this building they had an electric motor 
to run the hoist. This motor was one of the first that Edison built, it had a small 
armature, but the magnets were two poles wound on the outside and stood about two 
feet high 


In the first loft, we had two king posts, one in each end of the loft. Here 
we strung our rigging. On one side of the loft we had shelves where we piled up 
all the lashings and gantlings, onthe other side we had piled up the topmasts of 
the fishing fleet during the fall and winter months when the smacks went ball headed. 
We had also the sword fishing gear stowed there, - this was about 1903 and 1904, and 
there was not much square rigger work at the time, but Mike Connally had about all of 
the "T" wharf fishermen's work, It kept him busy, especially in the spring of the 
year, putting up topmasts and .zaking new rigging. During the fall and winter he would 
get jobs around the country, putting up a big steel smoke stack and other lifts, but 
I never was out on them. 


When they had nothing to do they would gather in the little office and spin 
yarns, but me -- I had to stay out in the cold loft and make "Bagarinkle", cut off 
my rope yarns with a damn old shear that would not cut butter. Yes, I was all dressed 
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up with an overcoat on and a cap down over my ears. Spun yarn was stretched from 

King post to King post, and I would catch hell because I did not draw it tight enough 

on the "Bagarinkle", ilike Connally was a rough, tough, son of a gun. His father was 

a rigger before him, who was then about 75 or 80 years old,y- Mike was in his 0's. 

r He wore a black handle-bar moustache, was about 5 ft. 8 in. and stocky built; he was 
married and had two kids, and lived on Paris Street, East Boston, across the street 


from his Father and liother who were still alive. I remember their house with a little 
garden in the front. 


Richard C. McKay mentions him in his book "Some Famous Sailing Ships and Their 
Builder=Donald icKay", and tells about a model of the GLORY OF THE SEAS which Mike's 
son had in his store on Commercial Ste. (page 139) when he wrote the book. But ilike 
was always dressed up, the dandy he was, but he was tough with me. I remember coil- 
ing up a lashing and putting stops on it, It was damn heavy for a kid and trying to 
toss it up on the shelf, Hell, I could hardly lift it, Mike came along and said, 
"What the Hell is the matter with you, can't you lift a small thing like that?" He 
pushed me aside and tossed it up himself. His brother Jim worked there also. He 
was much different than :ifike, a more likeable fellow. fe also had old Dave Roach, an 
old Clipper ship sailor then about 65. I remember Charlie Thompson was another; he 
was about our best man, a man about 6 or 65. We depended on Charlie to make our 
"Matthew Walker" and "Back Wall. Knows". Charlie was a native of Maine, as also was 
Charlie Reid or Reed, a fel ov of about 25 then, tall, broad-shouldered, about 6 ft. 
3 or k in. and always wore rubber soled shoes, "sneekers" as they were then called. 
He was a very good rigger end could climb like a cat, height never bothered him. 

He was from Ellsworth, Maine, where his family before him were sailors and riggerse 


pa 


I only remember three others, a dutchman, I don't remember his name, and French 
Charley, also Nick Goodzinski, a Russian Cossack. Nick told me that he ran away 
from home when they tried to force him to ride a horse and he didn't want to, and 
@ never went back, These two used to sail out of Boston or New York for the West 
coast of Africa, while I was there, They wanted me to ship out as cabin boy with 
them, but my Mother would not let me go, and I was damned glad after because they 
were shipwrecked off the West coast of Africa but got back safe. 


As I said, in the Spring of the year was the time that we were busy in the 
loft. I had to mix up the tar, cut up the parcelling, and coil it up, run errands 
up to the Ship Chandler, Harrington, King Co. for spun yarn, marline, blocks, etce, 
then help parcell, and while they served, pass the ball. I never got a chance to 

do any splicing, - anyway I was too small and weak to do anything but merely help 
them. Then, when I was not doing anything, I fixed up their belts, which consisted 
of a sheath for the knife and one for the marline spike, a part of a cow's horn for 
a grease cup all attached to the belte Boy, was that a dirty job- you would be cov- 
ered with tar and grease from your finger tips to your arm pits when making a gang o! 


riggine I guess you know that you don't paint this tar on but grab it up in your two 
bare hands and swab it on. 


Today I ran across a serving mallet that came in with a lot of hammers and 
mallets for me to make a test on for the Government. I am the Leadingman Tool and 
Die Maker at San Francisco Naval Shipyard, and we have been conducting tests on dif- 
ferent tools. In fact, all Navy Yards have been on these tests for some time. Well, 
: I asked some of these "Old Time Navy Sailors" what it was and they said it was some 
kind of a mallet but did not know, the only one that did know was an old Swede rigger, 
who is our shop rigger. He was in square sail out of Sweden years ago to many parts 
of the world. This mallet reminded me of the raft of mallets that was hanging up in 
@ a picture that appeared in the American Neptune some time ago. There were many there 
with the spools on them, and how riggers hated to use them instead of some one to 


pass the ball for them, - the spun yarn would foul up and the spool would get tight 
and they would have a hell of a time. 


I stayed only a short while with the rigging trade and quit. It was too tough 
a racket for a kid. 
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THE THAMES SHIP LOVERS SOCIETY - LONDON 
He Ve. Vaughn = Hone Secretary -(N.R.G.) 


"The Brains Trust" 


This Society also publishes a Secretary's Monthly Letter - The issue of Novem=- 
ber 1949 is especially interesting. At this meeting there was a quiz for ship- 
modelers. A group of members was called the "Brains Trust" and below are some of 
the questions fired at them by the modelers. Here, the San Francisco Afterguard can 
act as our "Brains Trust", iir. ‘im. He Honey (N.R.Ge) was one of the "Brains", 


How many of the pre=war fleet of Erikson 4-mast barques still survive? 
What is the difference between the sheer=plank and the plank=sheer? 
How would you scandalise a fore and aft foresail? 

How many ropes are there in a ship? 

Are the terms "at loggerheads" and "at the bitter end" very nearly 
synonymous ? 

What point of similarity is there between the CUTTY SARK and the 
Suez Canal? 

When and why did the old time shell-back buy a looking=glass and 

a wash-tub? | 

What is the difference between cracker=hash, dandy-funk, dog's-body, 
Belaying pin soup, and handspike hash? 

Are there any other ghost-ships well known to sailors, besides the 
FLYING DUTCHMAN? 

where would you expect to find Matthew Walker, Johnny Noble, Abel 
Brown, and Davy Jones? ’ 
What is the ugliest or most inappropriate name that any member of 
the Brains Trust has heard of, which was actually given to a ship? 


ilany authors refer to KNOTS AN HUUR, instead of to the more usual @ 
KNOTS, when referring to the speed of the vessel. Which is the 

correct term? 

How would you SALLY a ship? 
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PICTURES of the CONSTITUTION and CHARLES W. MORGAN 


We are at last in a position to offer these pictures to members. Through the 

kind efforts of L. R. Singer (N.R.Ge), microfilm has been made of them and prints 

& 34 x 43 may now be had. Each shot is clear and shows details of rigging and deck 
of both. These are my originals and were taken of the MORGAN when she was on Col. 
Green's estate at South Dartmouth and those of the CONSTITUTION were taken at the 
time of her rebuilding. 


Write direct to L. R. Singer, 1128 Coldwick Drive, Dayton 10, Ohio, Pictures 
are to be ordered in sets only, there are 32 of the ORGAN and 30 of the CONSTITUTION. 
$175 per set, plus 15 cents postage. A description is photographed on each. From 


the prices, one may judge that this is a very generous favor to Guild members by 
Mr. Singer, and we appreciate it very uch. 


SHIPS AND HOW TO DRAW THEM 
A Review by E. N. Rich 


How often does one, on visiting an old ship, wish to sketch some of the details 
of it, but is at a loss to know how to picture them? The Pitman Publishing Corp., 
2 West 45th St., New York 19, NeYe, has recently published "Ships and How to Draw 
Them" by We Je Aylward, at 1.00. Some very good hints on ship drawing, as well as 
rigging details, deck views and types of vessels are shown both ancient and modern, 
It is well worth the price. 


NEWS LONDON 
by William H, Honey 


At the last meeting of the Guild of swiodel Shipwrights much interest was shown 

@ in a set of plans and photographs of a model of LE PROTECTEUR, 64, 1732, issued by 
the Musee de Marine, Paris. These were very detailed productions and among many 
other good things, included in the rigging plan the lead of all lines from the point 
of origin to belaying pin. The cost is in the region of $3.00, and if these are a 


fair sample of the museum's production, it is obvious that Modelers would do well to 
obtain a full list of plans issued, 


QUERIES & ANSWERS 


Query Noe 80 — by Victor C. West. 


Information on wrecks on the Oregon Coast. Where 
and when were these vessels built? 


Bark FRIENDSHIP — Stranded 4/14/60, 3 miles north of Sixes River, Ore. 
Schr.MILLA BOND -= Stranded 10/31/75, on Rogue River Bar, 33 tons. 
Brig FLORENCE --=- Stranded 10/9/75, 20 miles north of Umpqua River 
en route from Fort Discovery to San Francisco. 
Bark RANIER --~ 499 tons, 1/ 5/82, Capsized off So. Ore, Coast 
en route Port Townsend to Honolulu. 
Schr. Barge MOSE - Stranded 5/25/8, at PortOreford, Ore. 68 tons. 
Schr, NAPA CITY -- Stranded 9/27/84, 69 tons -- North of Cape Blanco 
en route from San Francisco to Port Blacklock. 
Schr. GRAY HOUND-- Stranded 12/ 4/87, 148 tons at Port Oreford,~Cregon. 
I need this information to complete my chart of the wrecks on the Oregon Coast. 


a Query lio. 81 = by Victor C. West. The ship WESTERN SHORE. I would like information, 


ony and photos to make a model of this ship which was built in North Bend, Oregon, 


query Noe 82 - ae Charles F. Davis. Gun Deck Planking. In views of the gun decks of 
e CON an I ON, the deck planking behind the gun carriages appears 


to key back and forth into itself. What is the manner and purpose for doing same? 
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Query No, 83 = by John G. Schurer, Jr. The Carrier BOXER. I have a very good friend 
who is at present serving on the Aircraft Carrier BOXEN. He is now on a cruise in the 
South Pacific. He has sent me many very interesting souvenirs from the Orient and I 
would like to make him a gift of a model of his ship. I realize this has nothing to 
do with the gailing era, but can anyone tell me where I cm get information on his 
ship? I will appreciate this help very much. She is an Essex Class Carrier. 


Query No. 84 by Eric H. Swanson. Plans of the h-M bark JOHN ENA. ‘Where can I locate 
the plans of this ship? = "She was the best ship that sailed from San Francisco under 
the American flag." 


Query No. 85 = by Albert (Scrimshaw) Wagner. The OLD FORGE. Where can I get dope on 
the mail and passenger steamer OLD FORGE, which served the Fulton Chain Lakes in New 
York in the 1820's? She figured in my honeymoon and I have only a broadside photo, 


Query No. 86 = by Dr. Robert Huebner. CABOT 1775. I hope I can secure some detailed 
information on the brig, CABOT. 1 have a plan of her lines which may or may not be 
accurate, but I would like information relative to the deck plan, armament, figure- 
head and stern carvings. She is mentioned in C. G. Davis! book as to color and was 
one of the two ships of the early Navy with yellow topsides and white bottom, which 
in itself is distinctive of the period. A figurehead is mentioned but my plan-sic- 
merely mentions a billet head. Since I am a fool for detail, I fear that I cannot 
complete the model with the meager information at hand, and will welcome any advice 
or recommendation. Also more details on her history. 


Query No. 87 = by Robert J. Biel, 31 Beverly Road, Dumont, iw Je THE SPARTAN. I am 
interested in the three masted full rigged ship SPARTAN on which I sailed from San 
Francisco to Seattle. I have photostatic copies of agreement for this ship and the 
GLORY of the SEAS, showing the names of the officers and crew, which I received from 
the National Archives. I have been doing some research and am trying to contact some 
old timers, if they are still among the living, but the addresses are so vague it is 
doubtful they will reach the ones for whom they are intended. ify last ship was the 
bark FIRTH of STROWGA. 


Query No, 88 by Frank W. Thober. The Identity of Two Ships - a Nation Apart. What 
is the name of the three masted wooden schooner about 140 ft. long which is now lying 
on the Hudson River at Edgewater, N. Je It has been suggested that it is the MINAS 
PRINCESS, but I have been unable to confirm this. 


There is a large wooden vessel now lying somewhere in San Francisco Bay. She 
has a straight stem, an eliptical stern, a full poop and one wood forecastle, and 


chain plates on her topsides for five masts. Amidships is a large high superstructure 


surmounted by a single mast and a tall slender funnel. She looks like some of the 


vessels started as a steamer during “jorld Jar I and completed as schooners or barken- 
tines. 


Answer to Query No. 79 of Herbert S. Scott-by Wayne B. Yarnall. Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Co. has developed a glue or cement for glass and many of the local museums are 
now making their cases from glass. The top and sides are cut to size from glass, 
edges beveled with a file and with the new glue the sides and tops are very easily 
glued together. It is quite strong and when set on a wooden base makes a much better 
appearance than the old style wooden and glass case. 


Answer to Query No. 77 of Dr. Robert ii, Rose - by Albert C. Wagner. Culver's 
SOVEREIGN OF THE SEAS is in the Radio City wuseum in New York's Rockefeller Center. 
His "plans" were built up following the know practices of the period, based on the 


contemporary drawing in the Fine Arts Museum, Boston. The picture looks like a working 


drawing to me and is probably the nearest thing to any plans existing. Culver's 


entire library was inherited by the Naval Academy ifuseum at Annapolis and is kept in a 


special room there in charge of iir. Fred Avery, and old personal friend of mine and 
curator of the Roger's ilodel Collection. I have not reviewed the whole library but 
there may exist some of the stuff used in building the model. 
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COPPER SHEATHING by Capt. Lobez, F.R.G.S. 
british and American Methods 


Copper sheets ' in length and 1" in breadth, the lower edges of the upper 

 ] sheets lapping 1" over the upper edges of those below them. The after end of each 
Sheet, lapping over the fore end of the one following it. The copper used in sheath- 
ing vessels is sometimes divided into three thicknesses consisting of 20, 2 and 28 
ounce, but oftener is divided into four thicknesses of 22, 2h, 26 and 28 ounce and is 
applied in the following manner: = The 28 should cover the bows diagonally from the 
foremast, at load line to the keel of the forefoot. The 26 ounce should run parallel 
from the keel of the foremast to the mainmast; the 24 ounce should run from the keel 

' of the mainmast to the load line of the mizzenmast; the 22 ounce should cover all abaft 

the mizzenmast, except the rudder which should be sheathed with 26 ounce. The beard- 
ings with 26 ounce and the keel with 26 ounce. The sheets, punched with three rows, 
require 39 nails, those with 5 rows of punching require 49. This is as I remember it 


in my uncle's ship yard in France, where I worked as a boy, during my vacations from 
college. 


A SEAFARING TOUCH TO A MODEL 
from the Shop of John J. Flynn 


The following suggestion, if carried out patiently and carefully, will give a 
ship a finer finishéd look. = Slightly bow the top of the jibboom downward, enough 
so it can be noticed and no moree Also slightly bow or strain the topgallant - 
royal and skysail masts foreward, on all masts. This is a tricky rigging job to do, 
proceed slowly and do considerable visual checking. Then develop a belly or sag in 
your spanker boom, like the full size booms have, due to their being suspended by 
their extremities. A nice detail to observe - is to keep your fore, main and lower 
mast stays in the same plane and hoist your spanker gaff up to the same angle, 


INTRODUCING NEW WEMBERS 


D. Le Dennis, 1266 St. Clair Ave., St. Paul 5, Minn. Mr. Dennis gives us no inform- 
ation on his special interests. ‘Je hope to furnish you with more about him later. 

We, since our beginning, have always introduced each newmember to the others. Our 
inter-member communications makes this necessary, It does not follow that a new member 
has to be an expert modeler or served at sea--or have a valuable library. It is simply 
our means of getting acquainted-- for the benefit of all. 


Douglas J. idiller, 1550 East 4Sth St., Brooklyn 2h, Nl. Douglas! special in- 
terests are 15th Century werchant and Whaling vessels, their history, plans and 
draughts, also pictures of these vessels or of their models. Ir, Douglas adds -- "I 
am a seaman, I hold a Master's and Pilot's license, steam vessels, and am at present 
employed as a Pilot on N. Y. C. Fireboats, 


C. T. Surridge, 3900 Fairway Ave., Oakland 5, Calif. ir. Surridge's interest is in 
Square rigged vessels 1870 to date. He was cadet, seaman, officer in sail and later 
steam - British and American. He is making a model of the BAROSSA, which is the 
‘ first model he has ever attempted. "The BAROSSA was a small iron ship of 968 tons, 
built by Pyle of Southerland, and was in the passenger service between London and 
Adelaide, owned by J. B. Walker, and operated by Devitt and sloore, who were famous 
operators, and most of their ships carried large crews, including midshipmen and ap= 
prentices." "I later joined the ship ARGUS owned by Carmichael and also operated 
by Devitt and iloore. This was a heavy rigged ship with double topgallant sails on 
ow and main and also a main skysailyard. She was 167 tons and built by Barclay 
Curle, Glasgow, She was principally in the Calcutta trade, and was commanded by a 
famous driver, Capt. Hunter. Although not a clipper, she made a p*ssage London to 
Melbourne, in 76 days. In this ship I served as third, and later, second mate. She 
was a very tough ship to serve in." . 
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Willis Larabee Nye, 547 Hesperian Boulevard, San Lorenzo, Calif. Mr. Nye said "I 
have stood for hours, when I was a boy, on the shores of the Golden Gate, watching 
those old sail ships trying to go over the 'Potato Patch' at low water on a rough 
day. It was a real thrill and something the kids today have missed. The Clippers 
were all gone even when I was a boy, but I saw many a full rigged ship and many of 
the full rigged Alaska Packers going oute Aside from my love for ships - I ama 
mechanical gadgeteer. 


Capt. Elis Re Johanson, 101 Capra Way, Apt. 205, San Francisco 23, Calif. The ques- 
tions on our application form were filled out by the Captain, and we learn that he 

is interested in types of vessels and that he has served in sail and steam as master, 
and also that he has had soiie books and articles published. But we learn from another 
source that Captain Johanson was awarded the Merchant Marine Distinguished Medal "For 
distinguished service in action with the enemy". "In a night attack by enemy bombers, 
a troopship, carrying nearly 1,700 men, was torpedoed, In total darkness, and under 
most adverse weather conditions of wind, rain and heavy swell, Captain Johanson 
located the sinking transport, held his own ship close aboard, and by means of life 
boats, scramble nets, namropes, and ladders, evacuated her crew and passengers in an 
outstanding display of seamanship and einiieindeaiid "It is believed to be the 
largest rescue in history." 


Victor C. West, 1166 ‘jindsor, North Bend, Oregon, “I am trying to compile a complete 
list of ocean going vessels on the Pacific Coast from 1850 to 1950. At the present 
time I am compiling a list of vessels built in Coos and Curry Counties, Oregon, with 
all the information about each vessel regarding builder, owner, and what happened to 
them, I have run into a snag on some of the sailing vessels. I am also making a list 
of wrecks on the Southern Oregon coast." Elsewhere in this issue will be found a 
query by lir. West. 


We are members of the Guild--not subscribers, and a member is respon~ 
sible for his dues until the date of his written resignation... The 
duties of the Secretary's office are mounting, - so please contact 
those you recommend for membership yourself,-- form will be sent. 
All we need is the check for a newmember's dues and the other formal- 
ities may be attended to easily.... Fred Young has a complete file of 
the writings of Capt. iicCann as published in Popular Science 
and will be pleased to look up any information on the Captain's 
ships. It is noted during the past three years that we have 
only one member who is interested in Gloucestermen - John ile 
Minuse. ‘Je wonder why more are not working on these inter- 
esting crafte... Yes, we make mistakes, and we regret every 
one of them, but as Henry Diefenbach says, it would be nice 
if we could be like the fellow who made a perfect score at 
target practice = He shot first and drewinthe rings of the 
target afterwardss... Correction--Page 38, Ry Fe Sewall's 
answer to query 69. The sketch "A" should have been placed 
after the sketch "D".-- In this position change the letter- 
ing across the page to A-B-C-D, - and draw in the stern post 
on "C't and you will be able to make sense out of Mr. Sewall's 
articlesse. Ese Ne Rich recommends two movies, -"Prince and 
Foxes" which is fine on early attack and defense of old 
castles, and “Christopher Columbus", which is good on the historic scenes and vessels. 
mooted question Will television interfere with shipmodeling?.... Bought 
any good books lately? Send a description of them... Do not write this office in 
praise of the articles, - write the men who wrote them.... It is evident, from the @ 
fact that we have received only two answer to queries this month, that the answers are 
going direct to the men who made them. Do not forget that others may be interested 
@lSOesee. There are two words in this issue which should be given to the "Brains Trust" 
- "Bagarinkle" and "Beardings", Harry D. Hamilton 
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BUNDLES MADE F20ii THE COLLECTION 
of Richard E. Lawton 


TEN WORLD WAR II PAMPHLETS AND 32 PHOTOS, including two pictorial 
pieces, "Iwo Jima" and "Carrier War", as well as material 
on U.S. and British warships, etc. 

HISTORICAL PAMPHLETS ON NEWPORT & R.I. including Merchants & 
Mansions of Bygone Days; Early Rhode Island Flags; Printing 
Press of the French Fleet; Oliver Hazard Perry. Vede 188)- 
1948, & kto scrapbook of postcards and clippings 16 pieces 

STORIES OF THE U.S. FRIGATE "CONSTITUTION" including a "brief 
account of her history, together with data for model 
builders" with 9 plates, G.P.O., and 9 photos inserted of 
various views of the ship. 5 pieces 

TEN WORLD WAR II PAMPHLETS AND 24 PHOTOS including U.S. Camera 
Books "Tarawa" and "Power in the Pacific", as well as 
material on U.S. and British warships. 

PAMPHLETS ON R.I. SLAVERY; piracy; Ships & Shipping of Old New 
York; The Dreadnought of Newburyport, .iass.; Convict Ship 
Success; etc, 12 pieces 

PAMPHLETS AND EXTRACTS OF i:AGAZINES largely descriptive of model 
collections, seamanship, sailing ships, etc., including 
Clowes! Lengths of iiasts & Yards, Etc. 1640; The Whale Ship 
Charles W. Morgan; Fore & Aft Seamanship for Yachtsmen; 
Eyde's Account of Indian and Ceylon Vessels in 
1833. 26 pieces 

PAMPHLETS AND MAGAZINE EXTRACTS Oi! WAR OF 1812, including notes 
on American seamanship and gunnery, battles of New Orleans 
and Lake Erie, the American Marine Thermopylae, etce 9 pieces 

PANPHLETS ON THE BATTLE OF TICONDEROGA, including The Black Watch 
at Ticonderoga; Fort Ticonderoga liuseum Bulletin on Rogers 
and his Rangers; Brief History of Colonial jjars in 
America from 1607 to 17753 etce 7 pieces 

NAVAL PAMPHLETS AND iiAGAZINE EXTRACTS, mostly illustrated, in- 
Cluding Bradlee's Kearsage-Alabama Battle; 100 years of 
Steam in U.S.Navy; Notes on a Naval idanuscript compiled by 
E. Battine, c.1688; Cruise of U.S.Brig Argus, etc. 2 pieces 


10. MARINERS! MUSEUii PUBLICATIONS 9 Pamphlets: iionitor; Virginia; 


Twin Ships; York ReRelics; Ships of Great Lakes; Old Bay 
Line; Paddle Box Decorations; Bard Steamboat Portraits; 
Yorktown & Gloucester Town, 1755. 


11. SCRAPBOOK OF CATALOGUE AND HAGAZINE CLIPPINGS of reproductions of 


paintings of historic sailing vessels, mostly identified, 
in color and black and white, neatly pasted (chiefly two 
and three on a page) on both sides of 73 pages in to volume. 


Pamphlets, Booklets, Brochures, Scrap Books, Photos, etc. 


The following is a very brief description of lir. Lawton's collection. 
gretted that lack of space does not allow for fuller descriptions, but there is some- 
thing good in each lot and everyone is sure to get his money's worthe 


Carola W. Paine, 113 Ee 55th Ste, New York. 


A SWAP COLUMN will be published in the "Letter" for the benefit of members who 
: may possess duplicate copies which are included in the bundles, and for those who 
} are not interested in some of the items in their bundles. 
"as is", ‘ihen ordering give second choice. 


It is re- 


The bundles are sold 


$350 


5.00 


3.50 


4.00 


900 


8.50 


300 


3-50 


8.00 


500 


5.00 
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COLONIAL AND REVOLUTIONARY PA:iPHLETS AND MAGAZINE EXTRACTS includ- 
ing Narrative of American Voyages and Travels of Capt. Vim. 
Owen, ReNe; New York Past and Present...152h-1939; Journal 
kept on the Quebec Expedition, 1759, by Ashley Bowen of 
ldarblehead; and Bradlee's Colonial Trade & Commerce, 1733-177h. 
Vede 1869-196. 21 pieces $6.50 


COLLECTION OF BOSTON HISTORICAL MATERIAL including pamphlet of 
The Old Colony Railroad, its connections, popular resorts 
and Fashionable iJatering-Places, Boston, 1875. 7 pieces 2.50 


COLONIAL AND REVOLUTICNARY HISTORICAL PAMPHLETS and magazine ex= 
tracts including senedict Arnold's State of America; Old 
Ship Portraits in Kennebunk; Chapin's The NewEngland Flag; 
and The Province Galley of Mass. Bay, 169-1716. 
ved. 1871-197. 19 pieces 

54, ENGRAVED PLATES AND 18 REPRODUCTIONS of photos on "The Standard 
Navy Boats" and "New Designs for the Navy" from the Trans= 
actions Soc.Nav.Arche & Mar.Eng., 1898 and plates from 
Naval Architecture, American Encyclopedia, c.180. 

HISTORICAL PAMPHLETS ON NEYPORT AND R.I. including Ships and Ship- 
masters of Old Providence; Settlers of Aquidneck; Rhode Island 
and the Sea; Chapin's Early Sea-Presses; and Parson's Dis- 
course on Lake Eries Vede 1853-1946. 15 pieces 

AND EXTRACTS on the Revolution, including 
E.S.Maclay's A Sea View of our Revolution; Story of the 
Continental Gondola "Philadelphia"; etc. 8 pieces 

SCRAPBOOK OF MISCELLANEOUS CLIPPINGS of ship paintings and photos 
and plans, chiefly from "Yachting" and "National Geographic 
liagazine", with emphasis on rigging details, to 

18 STATE ST. TRUST CO. publications including: Boston's Growth; 
Some Ships of the Clipper Ship Era; Old Shipping Days in 
Boston; Some iferchants & Sea Captains of Boston; Other Mer- 
chant & Sea Capts of Old Boston; Boston = 100 Years a City; 
Some Industries of New England; Some famous Privateers of 
NeYe Boston, vede 1908-1938. 


NO MORE 
There aint no racing clippers now. 
Nor never will be again, 
And most of the ships have gone by now, 
The same as most of the men. 
And nobody left but a few old shells like us 
In the world to care, 
For the great ol! skippers and the great ol' ships 
And the great ol' days that were. 
Capt. Re. Lobez, F.R.G.S. 


"The Shipwright's Trade", by Sir Wescott Abell 
A Review by John R. Stevens 


This book is a limited account of the history of shipbuilding, naturally, with 
emphasis on the last three centuries, and British developments are covered, almost 
to the exclusion of foreign advances in the art. I do not think this against the @ 
book, for to have covered developments of the Dutch, French, Swedish, Americans, etc. 
would have confused the story. The best section is the rules of Sir Anthony Deane 
for the construction of the lines of a third rate. The illustrations are well chosen, 
and the story is not, I think, to be found in any book at a comparable price. 

Published by the Cambridge University Press. Price about $4.50. 
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